CHAPTER 2

IMITATING
CHRIST’S HUMILITY,;
SHINING AS LIGHTS

"IN THE WORLD:;
TIMOTHY AND
EPAPHRODITU

o




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 1-2: “If then there is any

encouragement in Christ, any consolation
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. ” The foundation of Paul’s next
directive is as follows: Jesus, love (GK-
agape), sharing (GK- koinonia- communion; -
fellowship) in the Spirit, compassion 5

(splanchna- inward parts; entrails) and 4
sympathy (oiktirmos- pity; mercy) ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 1-2 cont: Using them as the foundation,
Paul tells them how they can make his joy
(Gk- chara) compete. BE UNIFED!
e be of the same mind (Gk. -phroneo-
think: set one’s mind on)
 having the same love (Gk. agape)
e being in full accord (Gk. sympsychos -
united in spirit; harmonious)
e and of one mind
The Spirit within should allow them to be oné

one accord concerning the faith, modeling 4
sacrificial love for one another. ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 1-2 cont: We are connected to one
another in Jesus, and we are to treat one
another lovingly because of Jesus! We work
towards the same goals because of Jesus,
and we don’t allow divisiveness to divide us

because Jesus died to make us one. UNITY!
UNITY! UNITY!




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 3: “Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humiity regard others as
better than yourselves.” First, this verse is

a callback to 1:1/7, where people were
preaching Jesus out of selfish ambition,
seeking to hurt Paul. That is not the way of
Jesus. Jesus followers are to walk with a
spirit of humility, and in that spirit people

are lifted up by us instead of being used as ::
steping stones to get what we want. g

3




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 4: “Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humiity regard others as
better than yourselves.” First, this verse is

a callback to 1:1/7, where people were
preaching Jesus out of selfish ambition,
seeking to hurt Paul. That is not the way of
Jesus. Jesus followers are to walk with a
spirit of humility, and in that spirit people

are lifted up by us instead of being used as
steping stones to get what we want. Our

life should be one of service to others. :'




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 5-8: “Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not regard equlaity

eith God as something to be expoloited,

but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point ::
of death-- even death on a cross.” This is
thought by some to be a first century hymn

about Jesus. "




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 5-8 cont.: “Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus...” Verses 5-11 are
some of the most powerful verses in
scripture, and Paul uses the incarnation and
crucifixion of Jesus as the ultimate
example for the Philippians. Jesus, and his
mind, or mentality, are what we are
supposed to follow. Jesus was in the form

(Gk.-morphe- form; outward appearance’
shape) of God (John 1:1-18), but He did

regard his equal nature as God as y
something to be exploited. ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 5-8 cont.: exploited (Gk.- harpagmos-
something to be grasped; exploit; to hold on

to.) Jesus willingly gave up what was
rightfully his for humanities sake. He
“emptied himself.” Emptied (Gk. kenoo -
empty; render void; the space cotinually left
empty) Jesus’ kenosis, or emptying of self,
and taking on human flesh is what allowed ..
our salvation to occur. He was born in human--
(Gk. anthropos- man; human being) likeness -
(Matthew 1:18-25), and he was truly bornto --

die. He went from theos to anthropos. ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 5-8 cont.: In Mark 10:45 Jesus declared,
“For the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.” Going from being God to becoming a
man is humbling. Taking on the nature of a
servant when you are the Lord of all i
humbling. Allowing yourself to be treated

like a criminal is humbling. Dying for the sins - .
of the world on an old rugged cross is 2
hubling. He was obedient to the Father, and -
it cost him his life. The Good Shepherd laid -

down his life for the sheep (John 10:14-15) ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 9-11: “Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above
every nhame, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.” Exalted (Gk.
hyperypsoo-- exceptional honor; to raise to -
the loftiest height.) God returned Jesus to his -
rightful poisition of glory and honor, and that
happened through the resurrection.

Humiliation is replaced with exaltation. ‘




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 9-11: The name of Jesus is above every
name in the history of humanity. There are
some who belive Paul is referencing the title
Lord (Gk. kyrios- lord; owner; master.) This is
the same term used for Yahweh in the
Septuagint (Greek translation of OT.) Some
believe the name “Jesus” was exalted, and
Jesus became the object of worship for the
church. As the exalted Christ, Jesus’ name
has the highest honor. At the end of time,
this is what we will all experience!

heandatuns,




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \E

Vs. 9-11: At the strong name of Jesus, “every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christis Lord...”
This is an allusion to Isaiah 45:23, “By
myself | have sworn, from my mouth has
gone forth in righteoueness a word that
shall not return; “To me every knee shall
bow, every tongue shall swear.” EVERY
CREATURE IN THE UNIVERSE will
ackowledge Jesus as Lord of all.




Philippians 2: Imitating Christ’s Humility \=

Vs. 9-11:

e In Heaven - God’s heavenly host will bow
honor Jesus as Lord.

e On Earth- God’s earthly church will bow
and honor Jesus as Lord.

e Under the earth- all the enemies of God,
principalities/demoic forces, will bow down
and confess that Jesus is Lord.

This does not mean all will be saved, but it
means all will come to know that Jesus Christ
Is the Lord of all. Worship comes from belivers. -

Acknowledgement comes from enemies. '




Philippians 2: Shining As Lights In Tm

Vs. 12-13- “Therefore, my beloved, just as you
have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his
good pleasure.” This is not a call to work for
salvation, but rather a call to be responsibile for
doing your part to maintain unity in the -
congregation. (1:27-28) “Work out” (Gk.
katergazomai - do; bring about; produce) Live

humbly in the free gift given to you (with fear >
and trembling.) ‘




Philippians 2: Shining As Lights In Tm

Vs. 12-13- Live humbly in the free gift given to
you (with fear and trembling.) “for it is God who
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.” This takes us
back to 1:6, reminding us that the work of
salvation belongs to God, and the work of doing
God’s will belongs to us. Doing God’s will brings
pleasure to God, and glorifies God in the doing.




Philippians 2: Shining As Lights In Tm

Vs. 14-15: Those who aren’t saved might be
expected to complain, bicker, and dispute, but
Jesus followers are called to a different life.
When we live a life of unity we show the culture
(crooked and perverse generation) how children
of God behave. People will see us as God

children in opposition to the world (Deut 32:5),
and we are the light of the world! We have a call
to shine like stars in the midst of darkness. -




Philippians 2: Shining As Lights In Tm

Vs. 14-15: “It is by holding fast to the word of
life that | can boast on the day of Christ that |
did not run in vain or labor in vain.”

e holding fast- Gk. epecho- hold fast; fix
attention on. The Gospel is the word of life,
and becuase of their belief in the Gospel
Paul’s running was not in vain. His work was
not in vain, and the Philippians are the proof.




Philippians 2: Shining As Lights In Tm

Vs. 17-18: A drink offering would be poured over
the main sacrifice on the altar. Paul is clear that
he may be sacrifice, he STILL HAS JOY! (Il am
glad and rejoice with all of you...) The
Philippians should look at Paul and mirror his joy
in the midst of what they’'re dealing with.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 19-20: “l hope in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy to you soon, so that | may be cheered
by news of you. | have no one like him who will
be genuinely concerned for your welfare.”
Cheered is translated from the Greek word
“eupsycheo” which means to have courage, or be
encouraged. Timothy was with Paul in Rome
(Phil. 1:1), and when Paul finds out what the
outcome of his incarceration will be, he will send- -
Timothy to them, in order to find out how they
are doing. Paul is concerned about the state of

the Philippians and wants some good news. :|:




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 19-20: “ 1 have no one like him who will be
genuinely concerned for your welfare.” Timothy
wasn’t the only mentee of Paul, but he stood out
above the rest, to the point where we have two
letters addressed to Timothy that are in our
Cannon (1 & 2 Timothy.) Timothy wasn’t about
himself, but he cared for God’s people. He wad
concerned (GK- merimnao - be anxious; care for)
He was worried about them, and Paul knew he -
couldl trust the Philippians spiritual care to
Timothy.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 21-22: “ All of them are seeking their own
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But
Timothy’s worth you know, how like a son with a
father he has served with me in the work of the
Gospel.” Calling back again to 1:17, Paul reminds
the Philippians that some ministers are in it for
themselves, but how Timothy is different.
Timothy is like a son to Paul, and Timothy has
ministered the Good News (gospel- GK.
euangelion) faithfully with Paul.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 23-24: “ | hope therefore to send him as
soon as | see how things go with me; and | trust
in the Lord that | will also come soon.” Paul still
needed Timothy with him for a while until he
found out what his fathe would be. Even though
he was struggling personally, he was always
thinking about the chruch, and their needs. Paul
relied on his faith in God, and not the Roman
justcie system, concerning his release.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus

Vs. 25-26: “Still, | think it necessary to send to you

Epaphroditus-- my brother and co-worker and fellow

soldier, your messenger and and minister to my need; for

he has been longing for all of you, and has been distressed

because you heard that he was ill.” Paul couldn’t send

Timothy, but he could send Epaphroditus.

e His brother- Gk- adelphos (ex: PhilaDELphia-- the city
of Brotherly Love)

e His co-worker- Gk- synergos (where we get our English
word, synergy)

e His fellow soldier- Gk- systratiotes (literally, one who
struggles along with)

 Their messanger- Gk- apostolos (apostle; delegate;
ambassador)

e And minister to Paul’s needs- Gk - leitourgos - aide;
assistant; servant




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 25-26: “ for he has been longing for all of you,
and has been distressed because you heard that
he was ill.” Paul trusted Epaphroditus, and
Epaphroditus proved himself as a worker in the
faith. He had a connection with the Philippians,
and he wanted to get back to them because they
were worried about him. He was such a servant
that even in his affliction, and recovery, he
wanted to ensure the church that he was ok.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 27: “He was indeed so ill that he nearly died.
But God had mercy on him, and not only on him
but on me also, so that | would not have one
sorrow after another.” Epaphroditus was on his
death bed, but God had mercy (Gk- eleeo- have
mercy on; show mercy; compassion; pity). That
show of compassion was not just for him, but for
Paul also, so he would not have to grieve the
death of a co-worker in Christ.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 28: Becuase of the circumstances Paul was
“the more eager to send him.” Epaphroditus
showing up would bring joy to the souls of the
Philippians! He was almost dead, BUT GOD, and in
that the church would rejoice! Paul’s anxiety
would also decerease because the Philippians
knew that his co-worker in the faith was doing
better.




Philippians 2: Timothy and Epaphroditus \E

Vs. 29-30: Because of what he had gone through,
the Philippians are to “Welcome him then in the
Lord with all joy, and honor such people...”
Epaphroditus was able to provide for Paul when
the Philippians could not. He risked his life, and
Paul wanted the Philippians to show gratitude to
him for that.




